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Praia da Rocha (p62)

Olhão (p28) market

M
A

N
F

R
E

D
 G

O
T

T
S

C
H

A
L

K
/G

E
T

T
Y

 IM
A

G
E

S
 ©

 Olhão: a Fishing 
Town (p28)

  Fishing heritage
 Island beaches

One of the Algarve’s 
important ports, the 
town of Olhão preserves 
plenty of  fishing char-
acter and has one  of the 
region’s most architectur-
ally noteworthy markets. 
There’s plenty to explore 
here, and the town is also 
a gateway to spectacular 
island beaches accessible 
by boat.

Along the 
 Guadiana (p42)

  Castles
 River views

The Guadiana river 
divides the Algarve from 

Spain and its banks make 
intriguing territory for 
exploration. Typically for 
a borderland, there are 
sturdy fortresses here, 
and you’ll also find good 
birdwatching, an unpre-
tentious fishing town, 
hearty inland cuisine and 
an unusual beach.

 Serra do 
Caldeirão (p52)

  Hill villages
 Local museums

Despite being only a 
short drive from the 
coast, a real taste of 
traditional Portugal 
can be had in this area 
of small villages and 
undulating landscapes 
of orchards, cork trees 

and tough scrubland. It’s 
also great for hiking and 
birdwatching.

 Portimão &  Praia 
da Rocha (p62)

  Seafood meals
 Lively nightlife

With an important 
fish-canning history, 
it’s appropriate that the 
unprettified town of 
Portimão is one of the 
Algarve’s most enjoyable 
places to eat seafood. 
The adjacent beach of 
Praia da Rocha is more 
touristy, but has great 
sand and is very lively on 
summer nights.

 Despite mass tourism and swaths of heavy development, happily it’s still relatively 
easy to hunt out authentic experiences in the Algarve.

 Other great places 
to experience the 
Algarve like a local:

Faro’s town 
market (p37 )

Santa Luzia (p46 )

Cork Route (p58)

Pastelaria 
Coelho (p35 )

Tasca do 
Zé André (p49 )

Donkey 
treks (p110 )

Panaderia 
Central (p98)

Local eats 
in Sagres (p98)

 The Algarve 
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For more information,
see Survival Guide (p129).

             Currency
 Euro (€)

Language
 Portuguese; English widely spoken

Visas
 EU citizens can stay inde  nitely; many 

other nationals can enter visa free for up 
to 90 days.

Money
 ATMs are widespread. Nearly all 
accommodation and upper-end 
restaurants accept credit cards.

Mobile Phones
 Roaming charges for EU phones are low 
or nonexistent. With an unlocked phone, 
local SIM cards are cheap and have good 

packages available.

Time
 Western Europe Time (GMT/UTC plus zero 

hours), clocks go forward an hour in late 
March and back again in late October.

Plugs & Adaptors
 Plugs have two round pins; electrical current 

is 230V.

Tipping
 Tipping in restaurants is not expected, but 

appreciated. Locals leave around 2% to 5%; 
10% is generous.

Arriving in the 
Algarve

 Most visitors to the Algarve arrive at Faro 
Airport (   FAO; %289 800 800; www.ana.pt; 
W). From the airport, a bus will take you to 
Faro’s transport terminals, where it’s easy 
to hop on a bus or train to access the rest of 
the region.

A From Faro Airport

Destination Best Transport
Faro Bus 14 or 16 to central Faro

Lagos Bus 16 to train station, 
train to Lagos

Loulé Bus 16 to bus station, 
bus to Loulé

Sagres Bus 16 to bus station, 
bus to Sagres

Tavira Bus 16 to train station, 
train to Tavira

From Lisbon

Destination Best Transport
Faro Plane, or train from 

Gare do Oriente

Lagos Train from Gare do Oriente

Loulé Bus from Terminal 
Rede Expressos

Sagres Bus from Terminal 
Rede Expressos

Tavira Train from Gare do Oriente

A At the Airport
 Faro Airport The Algarve’s main airport is 
small but fully kitted out for holidaymakers, 
with several car-hire firms, shuttle-bus and 
car-transfer services, a multilingual tourist-
information office, ATMs, exchange office, free 
wi-fi (for 30 minutes), an internet terminal, 
printer, post office, and golf-club hire.

Getting Around
 Many visitors to the Algarve hire a car, and 
it’s very pleasant to have on-demand air-con 
and the ability to stray easily off the beaten 
path. Buses run to most places you might 
want to go, and the train is the handiest op-
tion for tripping along the south coast.

K Car
 Hiring a car gives you maximum flexibility 
and is comparatively inexpensive. Driving in 
Portugal is easy, but make sure you organise 
payment of the automated motorway tolls. 
Parking in the beach towns can be a problem 
in summer.

J Bus
 Buses run between all the major towns and 
many villages,    making it the most com-
prehensive public-transport network. It’s 
especially useful for exploring the Algarve’s 
interior and the west coast, where the train 
doesn’t reach.

L Train
 A line with slowish but regular services runs 
along the Algarve’s south coast as far west as 
Lagos, making the train an excellent option 
for exploring the beach towns.

Your Daily Budget
 Budget less than €50 

  Dorm bed €15–€25

  Self-catering, or prato do dia (daily 
special) in a cheap restaurant €6–€8

  Inexpensive public transport

Midrange €50–€120 
  Double room in a midrange hotel 

€50–€100

  Dinner for two in a midrange restaurant 
€25–€50

  Book online to save on accommodation

Top End more than €120 
  Boutique hotel room from €120

  Three-course meal in a top restaurant 
from €40

Useful Websites
 Booking.com (www.booking.com) The 
handiest hotel-booking service for the region, 
with a useful smartphone app.

Lonely Planet (www.lonelyplanet.com/portu-
gal) Destination information, hotel bookings, 
traveller forum and more.

Visit Algarve (www.visitalgarve.pt) Official 
tourism site with handy downloads.

Advance Planning
 Several months before If you’re coming in 
July or August, reserve your accommodation 
now; the earlier, the better.

One month before Book high-end restau-
rants, tee times at upmarket golf courses 
and water-park tickets.

One week before Book your kitesurfing 
lessons, cruises or other water-based 
activities.

Before You Go
Need to 

Know

Need to Know  1716

Don’t Miss
Bell Tower
 The cathedral’s bell tower offers lovely views over 
old Faro and beyond to the marina and bay, and 
the estuary and islands of the Parque Natural 
da Ria Formosa. You needn’t fear for the thigh 
muscles: it’s only 68 steps to the top, and there’s 
a rest stop halfway. Apart from the orange trees, 
landmarks on the square below include the 
18th-century Paço Episcopal; it’s the successor to 
the previous bishops’ dwelling trashed by British 
troops in 1596.

Church
 The church’s interior clearly shows the variety of 
architectural styles that have been applied here: 
vaulted Gothic chapels stand to either side of the 
altar and Renaissance arches divide the naves. 
Most of the rest is baroque, with some elaborate 
altarpieces in the side chapels, and a striking 
German-built 18th-century organ.

Museu Capitular
 The cathedral museum houses an assortment of 
chalices and monstrances, as well as priestly vest-
ments. There are some fine painted wooden statues 
that once had pride of place in altarpieces, but 
were superseded. More alarming is the reliquary 
collection, housing physical remains of various 
saints, including both forearms of St Boniface.

Garden
 Formerly the cathedral cemetery, the garden is now 
notable for two small chapels. One, dating from 
the 17th century, is dedicated to the archangel São 
Miguel (St Michael). The other is a small, rather 
down-at-heel 18th-century shrine built of bones: 
this type of construction was popular at the time 
and was designed as a reminder of the transitory 
nature of our earthly life.

y Top Tips
  There’s a telescope 

atop the bell tower, 
but ensure you have a 
€0.50 coin if you want 
to use it.

 After visiting the 
cathedral, make sure 
you pop into the curious 
antique tile shop on 
Rua da Porta Nova just 
across the square.

5 Take a Break
 There are several bars 
and restaurants in the 
old town for a bit of 
sustenance after visit-
ing the cathedral. For 
a light meal or a drink 
with views, O Castelo 
(p37) is a good bet. 
With a pretty terrace 
in the heart of the old 
town, Vila Adentro 
(p35) offers some 
modern takes on classic 
Algarve dishes.

 The picturesque centrepiece of Faro’s old town, 
the   sé (cathedral) was completed in 1251, but 
heavily damaged in the  1755 earthquake. Stand-
ing on the historic centre’s major plaza, the 
blocky, castlelike structure occupies what was 
probably the site of a Roman temple, a Visigothic 
cathedral and then a Moorish mosque. Only the 
tower gate and several chapels remain of the 
original Romanesque-Gothic exterior – the rest 
was added after the earthquake’s destruction.

 1 Map p30, C4

%289 823 018

www.paroquiasedefaro.org

Largo da Sé

adult/child €3/free

h10am-6.30pm Mon-Fri, to 
1pm Sat Jun-Aug, 10am-5pm 
Mon-Fri, to 1pm Sat Sep-May
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Top Experiences
Faro’s Sé

Faro’s SéFaro & Around 2524

 Best  Boat Trips & 
 Wildlife-Watching
Formosamar Excellent 
wildlife-spotting boat 
trips around the Ria 
Formosa park. (p31 )

Natura Algarve 
Dolphin- and bird-
spotting trips around the 
eastern Algarve. (p31 )

Algarve Dolphins 
Reliable and responsible 
dolphin-watching in 
Lagos. (p83 )

Dolphins Driven Dolphin-
watching excursions and 
coastal explorations from 
Albufeira. (p56 )

Riverwatch Birdwatching 
tours to a small wetland 
area north of Lagos. 
(p84 )

Mar Ilimitado Excellent, 
environmentally focused 
dolphin- and birdwatch-
ing trips out of Sagres. 
(p97 )

Passeios Ria Formosa 
Various boat trips to 
explore the estuaries and 
islands  of the park. (p45 )

Best Diving
Divers Cove Multilingual 
centre    offering hire, dives 
and Professional Associa-
tion of Diving Instructors 
(PADI) courses. (p66 )

Blue Ocean Reliable 
centre with a full offering 
of courses, dives and hire. 
(p83 )

DiversCape Based at the 
harbour in Sagres; com-
petent, recommended 
diving operator. (p97 )

Best Kayaking
Lands Reliable set-up 
offering kayak hire and 
tours; based in Faro. 
(p27 )

Axessextreme Sea-
kayaking excursions in the 
western Algarve. (p84 )

Best Surfing & 
More
Arrifana Surf School A 
complete range of hire 
and lessons. (p108 )

Algarve Surf School 
Based at Praia do Amado, 
but offer transfers from 
other towns. (p108 )

Odeceixe Surf School 
Friendly set-up based at 
Odeceixe beach on the 
west coast. (p108 )

Lagos Surf Center Surf 
classes with family op-
tions available. (p84 )

Windsurf Point At Meia 
Praia by Lagos; all you 
need to get out on a 
sailboard. (p84 )

Sagres Natura One 
of the best of several 
Sagres-based surf 
schools. (p97 )

Kitesurf Eolis Excellent 
kiting operator based 
east of Tavira. (p46 )

 Museu Municipal de 
Arqueologia Albufeira’s 
museum of local finds is 
a  welcome counterpoint 
to its tacky tourist pubs. 
(p55 )

Museu Municipal, 
Aljezur Interesting 
displays on ethnography 
and the Moorish era, plus 
access to other muse-
ums around town. (p109 )

Pólo Museológico de 
Salir Small display in 
what’s left of Salir’s 
castle. (p53 )

Museu do Mar e da 
Terra da Carrapateira 
Atop the surf village of 
Carrapateira is an excel-
lent display on maritime 
and local life. (p108 )

Museu Municipal, Faro 
One of the Algarve’s best 
archaeological museums, 
with high-quality pieces 
from different periods 
housed in a beautiful 
building. (p31 )

Museu Municipal, 
Lagos An astonish-
ingly varied collection, 
this museum will have 
something for everyone. 
(p83 )

Museu Municipal, 
Loulé Occupying the 
town’s castle; has an 
interesting and wide-
ranging display. (p55 )

Museu de Portimão 
This brilliant former tuna 
cannery gives all the de-
tails about the industry 
and more. (p63 )

Museu dos Faróis Small 
but perfectly formed, this 
little museum at the end 
of Portugal covers navi-
gation and lighthouses. 
(p95 )

Museu Municipal de 
Arqueologia This mu-
seum in Silves includes 
a fabulous in-situ Moor-
ish well and parts of the 
town walls. (p65 )

Museu Etnográfico 
do Trajo Algarvio A 
recommended spot 
that presents traditional 
costumes and info on the 
cork industry. (p59 )

Núcleo Islâmico Ta-
vira’s most interesting 
museum focuses on 
the town’s Islamic past. 
(p45 )
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 For such a coastal destination, it’s no surprise that 
what you can do on or under the water is basically 
only limited by the time you have available. There 
are numerous operators o  ering boat trips of all 
types, or take to the ocean yourself with a surf-
board, scuba tank, sea kayak or kite rig.

 Water Activities
Best

yTop Tip
  Most of the 

Algarve’s museums 
are on the small side: 
good to bear in mind 
when budgeting your 
time.
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Museums
Best

 Best Water Activities  127126  Best Museums

brochures, maps and vari-
ous publications.

 Locally managed postos 
de turismo (tourist of-
 ces; usually signposted 

‘turismo’) o  er good 
multilingual map-
brochures and varying 
degrees of help. Maps for 
other areas cost €0.50, 
while a range of in-depth 
spiral-bound guides 
(€7, or a free download) 
o  er extra information 
on activities such as golf, 
birdwatching and hiking.

 Turismo de Portugal, the 
country’s national tourist 
board, also operates a 
website: www.visitportugal.
com.

 Some useful tourist of-
 ces are listed here or visit 

www.visitalgarve.pt:
 Aljezur (%282 998 229; Rua 
25 de Abril 62; h9am-6pm 
Tue-Thu, 9am-1pm & 2-6pm Fri-
Mon),  Faro (Map p30, C4; Rua 
da Misericórdia 8; h9am-1pm 
& 2-6pm),  Lagos (Map p82, 
C2; %282 763 031; Praça Gil 
Eanes; h9am-7pm Jul & Aug, 
to 6pm Easter-Jun & Sep, to 
5pm Oct-Easter),  Loulé (Map 
p54, E3; %289 463 900; Av 
25 de Abril 9; h9am-1pm & 
2-6pm Tue-Sat),  Monchique 
(Map p74, B3; %282 911 
189; Largo de São Sebastião; 
h9am-1pm & 2-6pm Tue-Sat), 
 Sagres (Map p96, C2; %282 

624 873; www.cm-viladobispo.
pt; Rua Comandante Matoso; 
h9am-1pm & 2-6pm Tue-Sat, 
extended hours in summer), 
 Silves (Map p64, C3; Largo 
do Município; h9am-1pm & 
2-5pm Mon-Fri) and  Tavira 
(Map p44, B3; %281 322 511; 
Praça da República 5; h9am-
6pm Mon-Fri, 9am-1pm & 
2-6pm Sat & Sun, to 7pm Jul 
& Aug).

Travellers With 
 Disabilities

  The Algarve is better 
than the rest of Portugal 
for disabled needs, but 
awareness is nonetheless 
limited. Public o   ces and 
agencies are required 
to provide access and 
facilities for people with 
disabilities.

 Faro airport has 
accessible toilets.

 Dedicated parking 
spaces are widely avail-
able. The EU parking card 
entitles visitors to the 
same street-parking 

concessions given to 
disabled residents.

 Newer and larger hotels 
tend to have adapted 
rooms, though the 
facilities may not be up 
to scratch; ask detailed 
questions before booking.

 Most campgrounds 
have accessible toilets 
and some hostels have 
disabled facilities.

Visas
  EU nationals don’t need 

a visa for any length of 
stay in Portugal and can 
enter with their national 
identity card.

 Those from many 
other countries, including 
Canada, New Zealand, the 
USA, Japan and Australia 
can stay for up to 90 days 
without a visa. 

 Others, including 
nationals of South Africa, 
need a visa, which is valid 
for all other European 
countries in the Schengen 
agreement.

  Tipping in restaurants is 
not expected, but appreci-
ated. Locals leave around 
2% to 5%; 10% is gener-
ous. Upmarket places may 
add a service charge of up 
to 15%. There’s no need to 
tip in bars except for table 
service.

Public Holidays
 Some former holidays 
have been   cancelled due 
to tough economic times, 
but are scheduled to 
return a few years down 
the track.

New Year’s Day 1 January

Carnaval Tuesday Tues-
day before Ash Wednesday 
(February/March)

Good Friday March/April

Easter Monday March/
April

Liberty Day 25 April 
(celebrating the 1974 
revolution)

Labour Day 1 May

Portugal Day 10 June 
(also known as Camões 
and Communities Day)

Feast of the 
Assumption 15 August

All Saints’ Day 
1 November

Feast of the Immaculate 
Conception 8 December

Christmas Day 25 
December

Safe Travel
 This is Portugal’s most 
touristed area, and petty 
theft is prevalent. Never 
leave  valuables unat-
tended in the car or on the 
beach.

Swimmers beware of 
temperamental coast 
conditions, especially on 
the west coast. Most of 
the Algarve’s beaches 
have lifeguards daily in 
the summer months, 

when flags indicate their 
presence. Green flags 
mean the water is safe, 
yellow mean you should 
enter with caution, and 
red signify it’s unsafe. A 
chequered flag means 
the beach is temporarily 
unsupervised.

Telephone
  Codes & Calls To call 

Portugal from abroad, the 
country code is    %351. All 
domestic numbers have 
nine digits, and there are 
no area codes. Most public 
phones accept phone 
cards only (available at 
most news-stands).

 Roaming Roaming 
charges within the EU are 
being phased out, so for 
EU residents it’s reason-
ably cheap to use your 
own mobile in Portugal 
these days, though data 
can be more expensive.

 SIM Cards Major opera-
tors are MEO, Vodafone 
and NOS. All sell prepaid 
SIM cards that you can 
use as long as your phone 
is unlocked. There are 
good packages available 
that include calls, data 
and SMS.

Tourist Information
  The  Algarve’s tourist 

website (www.visitalgarve.
pt) is excellent; download 

Money-Saving Tips
  At lunchtime, restaurants often serve a daily 

special (prato do dia), usually great value at €5 
to €9.

 The Passe Turístico (Tourist Pass; www.eva-bus.com) 
gives you  unlimited travel on Eva and Frota Azul 
buses for three (€29.10) or seven (€36.25) days.

 If you’re near the Spanish border, nip across to 
 ll up with petrol; it’s usually around €0.  25 per litre 

cheaper.

The  Couvert
 Throughout Portugal, waiters bring bread, olives, 
and other items when you sit down; this is called 
the ‘couvert’ and is never free; it costs from €0.50 
to €8 (it’s often itemised), depending on the place. 
If you don’t want it, send part or all of it away.

   135134  Survival Guide
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Parque
Natural da
Ria Formosa

Cacela
Velha

Faro
Cathedral

Loulé & Around 
(p50)
With an extensive 
historic quarter, Loulé is 
an appealing base for 
exploration of the 
southern coastline and 
the Serra do Caldeirão.

Faro & Around 
(p22)
The region's capital has 
a charming waterside 
old town, excellent boat 
trips and a lively 
restaurant and bar 
scene.

Top ExperiencesE
Faro’s Cathedral
Parque Natural da Ria 
Formosa

Tavira & Around 
(p38)
Set around a river, this 
pretty town is eminently 
strollable. Explore 
unspoilt island beaches 
and the gorgeous village 
of Cacela Velha.

Top ExperienceE
Cacela Velha

Monchique & 
Around (p70)
An appealing hill town, 
Monchique straddles 
the long-distance Via 
Algarviana and has 
some great day hikes 
and a lovely spa village.

Top ExperienceE
Via Algarviana

#

#

E
E

Cabo de
São Vicente

Fortaleza
de

 

Sagres

Via Algarviana#E

Silves & Around 
(p60)
This former Moorish 
stronghold with a castle,  
cathedral and museum, 
is one of the Algarve's 
most picturesque towns. 

Lagos &  Around 
(p78)
Much more than a party 
town, postcard perfect 
Lagos offers top 
beaches, a handsome 
historic centre and 
excellent restaurants.

Top ExperienceE
On the Water

Sagres & Around 
(p90)
On a promontory at the 
end of Portugal, Sagres 
is a laid-back surf town 
offering great coastal 
scenery and maritime 
history.

Top ExperiencesE
Fortaleza de Sagres
Cabo de São Vicente

West Coast 
Beaches (p102)
The west coast has 
utterly spectacular and 
gloriously unspoilt surf 
beaches and welcoming 
small towns.

Top ExperienceE
Surfing the West Coast

 The Algarve 
Regions

Regions  76

In This Book

A
H

_FO
T

O
B

O
X

/G
E

T
T

Y
 IM

A
G

E
S

 ©

Praia do Amado (p107)

Tavira, and long lonely 
strands to explore. (p45 )

Best Family 
Beaches
Praia de Odeceixe 
Tongue of sand with 
kid-friendly river side and 
livelier ocean breakers. 
(p108 )

Praia Fluvial de 
Alcoutim Not to be 
outdone by the coast, this 
inland town has created 
a tiny beach resort on a 
quiet river bend. (p43 )

Praia do Martinhal By 
the charming town of 
Sagres, this is a postcard-
pretty beach. (p97 )

Praia do Carvoeiro This 
tiny but likeable beach is 
the focus of the well-kept 
resort town of Carvoeiro. 
(p66 )

Best Surf Beaches
Praia da Arrifana Classic 
surf beach with a beach 
break and a point break; 
also family friendly. (p107 )

Praia da Bordeira & 
Praia do Amado The twin 
beaches of Carrapateira 
offer good surf and pic-
turesque coastal scenery. 
(p107 )

Praia da Amoreira 
Spectacular stretch at a 
rivermouth backed by roll-
ing wild dunes. (p107 )

Praia do Monte Clérigo 
Deep swath of sand 
backed by a small hamlet 
of holiday rentals. (p109 )

Best Strollable 
Beaches
Praia da Falésia Long 
handsome beach backed 
by cliffs of many differ-

ent shades of ochre and 
white. (p55 )

Praia da Marinha A 
stunning ensemble 
of sculpted limestone 
makes this one of the 
region’s most photogenic 
beaches. (p66 )

Meia Praia Gorgeous 
beach stretching into the 
distance from the party 
town of Lagos. (p81 )

Praia da Rocha Touristy 
but magnificent, this 
wide, wide strand keeps 
all-comers happy. (p62)

Praia da Galé Long, 
upmarket sandy strand 
to the west of Albufeira 
with plenty of room to 
move. (p56 )

 The coast of the Algarve is a seemingly endless 
series of some of the continent’s  nest beaches. 
The climate and atmosphere feel Mediterranean, 
but this is the Atlantic, so  good waves and  rst-
rate water sports are available alongside more 
sedate family-oriented paddling zones. With more 
than 150 beaches, this is one of Europe’s capitals 
of sun, sand and surf.

Options Galore
 There are so many superb beaches in the Algarve 
that any attempt to list the best is, in a sense, 
doomed to failure. You’re sure to find your own fa-
vourite that doesn’t feature here. One of the region’s 
appealing features is that there’s such a variety of 
conditions in a relatively small area, so you’re never 
far away from some safe toddler paddle play, a 
legendary point break or a calm stretch of water for 
a bit of breaststroke.

West Coast Beaches
 The west coast is particularly good for surfing, 
with a series of west- and southwest-facing beaches 
that see some big swells. They are divided by sharp 
schist headlands that provide some excellent point 
breaks when conditions are right.

South Coast Beaches
 The south coast in general has softer waves, with a 
series of picturesque beaches backed by sculptured 
limestone formations in the western half of the 
region. The eastern segment has a series of evoca-
tive island beaches that are the outer section of 
the complex of dunes and lagoons that forms the 
Parque Natural da Ria Formosa. Accessed by boat, 
they are romantic spots.

 Best Remote 
Beaches
Praia de Vale Figueira 
Lonely, lovely stretch of 
sea spray and sand at 
the end of a long byroad. 
(p107 )

Praia do Barril On Ilha 
de Tavira, atmospheric 
former tuna-fishing 
settlement now reached 
by a little train or a dune 
boardwalk. (p45 )

Praia de Cacela Velha 
Opposite the jewel-like 
village of the same name, 
this is a hard-to-get-to 
beach with a summer 
LGBT scene. (p40)

Ilha da Armona Part of 
the Ria Formosa park, 
this island offers remote, 
deserted sands and a 
busier family-oriented 
strip. (p277)

Ilha de Tavira Large 
sandy island with an 
excellent beach opposite 
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 Best Beaches  115114  Best Beaches

 You usually need to be at 
least 21 to hire a car.

 Remember to drive on 
the right.

 Some motorways are 
automatically tolled, so 
get a device with your hire 
car, put your credit card in 
a machine as you drive in 
overland or buy a voucher. 
See www.portugaltolls.pt 
for more.

Train
 y Best for... Hassle-free 
tripping along the south 
coast.

  A line runs along the 
Algarve’s southern coast 
from Lagos to Faro and 
east to  Vila Real de Santo 
António, near the Spanish 
border, making the train a 
good option for hops along 
the southern beaches.

 Slow regional trains 
run the route. Sample 
journeys include Faro to 
Tavira (€3.15, 40 minutes, 
11 to 15 daily), and Lagos 
to Faro (€7.30, 1¾ hours, 
eight to nine daily).

Essential 
Information

Business Hours
 y Top Tip Things tend to 
shut down for an   hour or 

two around lunchtime, so 
do as the locals do and sit 
down for a meal.

 Banks 8.30am to 3pm 
Monday to Friday

Bars 7pm to 2am

Cafes 9am to 7pm

Clubs 11pm to 4am 
Thursday to Saturday

Restaurants Noon to 
3pm and 7pm to 10pm

Shops 9.30am to noon 
and 2pm to 7pm Monday 
to Friday, 10am to 1pm 
Saturday

 Electricity
Emergency
 Dial %112 for any  
emergency.

Money
 y Top Tip Credit cards 
are accepted in   smarter 
hotels and restaurants, 
but are of little use in 
budget places.

  Portugal uses the euro 
(€). There are notes    of 5, 
10, 20, 50, 100, 200 and 
500 euros, and coins of 1, 
2, 5, 10, 20 and 50 cents, 
and €1 and €2.

 ATMs are widespread. 
Check to see what your 
home bank will charge you 
for withdrawals.

 There are plenty of ex-
change o   ces and banks 
to change cash.

Airport (FAO; %289 800 
800; www.ana.pt; W) can 
zip you anywhere in the 
Algarve cheaper than a 
taxi. It’s best to prebook.

From Faro Airport
  Próximo (www.proximo.pt; 

€2.22, 20 minutes) bus num-
ber 14 runs infrequently 
to central Faro, while the 
more regular number 16 
runs to Faro’s bus station 
via the train station hourly 
or better, from 5.20am 
to 11.20pm. In the other 
direction, both head from 
the airport to Faro’s beach.

 A taxi to central Faro 
costs €10, or €11 at night 
and weekends.

 There are numerous car-
hire  rms to choose from 
at arrivals.

By Train
  The Algarve is easily 

accessed by train (www.
cp.pt) from Lisbon and 
further a  eld, with ser-
vices to Faro, Lagos and 
other towns.

 From Lisbon’s  Gare do 
Oriente (Oriente Station) 
to Faro there are  ve 
departures daily (€22.20, 
three to 3½ hours).

By Bus
  The Algarve is con-

nected to the rest of 

 Portugal by a com-
prehensive network of 
intercity buses. There are 
also connections from 
Huelva and Seville in Spain 
to Faro.

 Buses from Lisbon 
to Faro (€20, 3¼ to 4½ 
hours) are run by  Renex 
(www.renex.pt),  Eva Trans-
portes (%289 899 700; 
www.eva-bus.com) and  Rede 
Expressos (%707 223 
344; www.rede-expressos.pt). 
These companies also run 
to Lagos and other Algarve 
destinations.

Getting 
Around

Bicycle
 y Best for... Exploring the 
inland areas     away from the 
busy coastal roads.

  Distances aren’t great, 
so cycling is a good way of 
getting around.

 Plot your coastal routes 
to avoid the main roads, 
which can get very busy. 
You’ll  nd less tra   c in the 
hilly, but beautiful, interior.

 There are hire places in 
nearly every coastal town. 
Think €10 to €20 for a 
day, or €50 to €80 per 
week.

 A lot of Algarve villages 
have cobbled streets and 
wheel-chasing dogs – 
beware!

Bus
 y Best for... Regular 
departures and access to 
both coastal and inland 
areas.

  A good bus network 
runs along the Algarve 
coast and to Loulé. The 
west coast and inland 
areas have more limited 
services. The four main 
companies servicing the 
area are  Eva Transportes 
(%289 899 700; www.eva-
bus.com),  Rede Expressos 
(%707 223 344; www.rede-
expressos.pt),  Renex (www.
renex.pt) and  Frota Azul 
(www.frotazul-algarve.pt).

 Bus service slows down 
considerably on weekends 
– particularly on Sunday.

Car & Motorcycle
 y Best for... Going 
wherever you want at your 
own pace.

  Car hire is very popular. 
Prices are competitive, 
so use online brokers, but 
beware of hidden extras.

 Many companies also 
hire mopeds, scooters and 
motorcycles, with delivery 
to transport terminals an 
option.

230V/50Hz

120V/60Hz
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QuickStart 
Guide
Your keys to under-
standing the region – 
we help you decide 
what to do and how 
to do it

Survival 
Guide
Tips and tricks 
for a  seamless, 
hassle- free 
 experience

The Best of 
the Algarve
The region’s 
highlights in handy 
lists to help you plan

Explore the 
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see and do, region 
by region Top Experiences

Make the most 
of your visit

Need to Know
Tips for a 
smooth trip

Best...
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and tips
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Our selection of the region’s best places 
to eat, drink and experience:

1 Experiences

5 Eating

6 Drinking

3 Entertainment

7 Shopping

Lonely Planet’s 
Algarve
Lonely Planet Pocket Guides 
are designed to get you 
straight to the heart of the 
destination. 

Inside you’ll find all the 
must-do experiences, plus 
tips to make your visit to each 
one really memorable. We’ve 
split the region into easy-to-
navigate regions and provided 
clear maps so you’ll find your 
way around with ease. Our 
expert author has searched 
out the best of the best: walks, 
food, nightlife and shopping, 
to name a few. Because you 
want to explore, our ‘Local Life’ 
pages will take you to some 
of the most exciting areas to 
experience the real Algarve.

And of course you’ll find all 
the practical tips you need for 
a smooth trip: itineraries for 
short visits, how to get around, 
and how much to tip the guy 
who serves you a drink at the 
end of a long day’s exploration.

It’s your guarantee of a 
really great experience.

Our Promise
You can trust our travel infor-
mation because Lonely Planet 
authors visit the places we 
write about, each and every 
edition. We never accept 
freebies for positive coverage, 
so you can rely on us to tell it 
like it is.

These symbols give you the vital 
information for each listing:

% Telephone Numbers
h Opening Hours
p Parking
n Nonsmoking
i Internet Access
W Wi-Fi Access
v Vegetarian Selection
E English-Language 
 Menu

c Family-Friendly
# Pet-Friendly
g Bus
f Ferry
m Metro
b Subway
j Tram
d Train

Find each listing quickly on maps 
for each region:
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Bar Hemingway 
16 6 Map p233, B2  

Legend has it that Hemi
self, wielding a machine
liberate this timber-pan
upholstered bar during W
the Ritz’s showpiece is a
photos taken by Papa an
martinis in town. Dress 
(www.ritzparis.com; Hôtel Rit
Vendôme, 1er; h6.30pm-2a

Kong
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Beach at Benagil, along the Percurso dos Sete Vales 
Suspensos (p66) 
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Welcome to 
the Algarve

 A narrow strip of land and sand at Europe’s southwestern 
end, the Algarve is a Mediterranean idyll, with fragrances 
of pine, rosemary, wine and grilling fish drifting over some 
absolutely stunning beaches. Only this isn’t the Med, it’s 
the Atlantic, so add seriously surfable waves, important 
maritime history and great wildlife-watching opportunities 
to the mix. And nightlife? You bet your life...

QuickStart 
Guide 

7
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